
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL BOARD 
FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS 
(FAQ)
In Illinois, public education is the State’s 
constitutional responsibility. The State 
delegates to local school boards the 
authority to govern school districts within 
the parameters set by State law. Boards are made up of seven school 
district residents elected at large to serve terms of four years without 
compensation.

What is the Board's role?
 Adopt goals and policies that meet State requirements and reflect 

community needs
 Provide the resources necessary to pursue its goals according to its 

policies
 Monitor district performance to see that results are consistent with goals 

and policies

What are the Board's duties?
 Approving what will be taught in the schools and which textbooks will be 
used
 Approving necessary personnel and setting their salaries
 Approving all contracts and paying all bills
 Approving the annual budget
 Hire/dismiss and evaluate the Superintendent.

Individual Board Members may not act alone or make decisions that are 
binding upon the Board. Binding decisions are made only upon a vote taken 
by the School Board.



Is the Superintendent a Board Member?
No. The Superintendent is the chief executive officer of the school district, a 
professional educator hired by the Board to carry out its goals and to oversee 
the district’s operation.

Board of Education Meetings:
The Board has a minimum of one regular meeting per month. The meeting will 
generally be held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  This schedule is 
occasionally altered to meet State deadlines for specific actions.  Interested 
citizens are welcome to attend. The meetings are usually held at 7:00 p.m. at 
the District Office. Please check the District calendar for dates, times and 
locations of the meetings or the District website (www.a-ccentral.com) for the 
most up-to-date information.

How are Board Meetings conducted?
Each meeting follows an agenda that establishes the sequence of events for 
that meeting. Meetings are conducted by the Board President based on a 
combination of A Commentary on Parliamentary Procedure, common sense 
and common courtesy. Meetings can last up to two or more hours, depending 
on the content of the agenda.

Are Board Meetings public?
Board meetings are not public meetings; they are meetings held in public. By 
law, all Board discussion and deliberation must be conducted in public, except 
for certain specific matters, such as personnel and student disciplinary cases, 
which may be discussed in closed session. However, all official Board action 
(voting) must be taken in public.

May I speak at a Board Meeting?
Upon arriving, visitors will be asked to sign-in and state whether or not they 
wish to be given time to speak.  The tradition has been to allow any visitor the 
opportunity to comment or ask questions of the board.  Groups attending 
Board meetings are asked to appoint a spokesperson.  All visitors are asked 
to limit their remarks to five minutes.  If there are numerous people signed up 
to speak, this time-limit may be reduced to permit everyone to have time to 



address the Board.  The Board has an agenda item for Public Comments.  
This is, generally, the point at which you will be recognized.  If your statement 
is in regard to a specific agenda item, you may ask to be recognized when the 
Board is ready for discussion on that item.  The Board President recognizes 
visitors who wish to comment, maintains order during the meeting, and calls 
an end to comments and discussion when this seems appropriate.

What can I talk about?
You may talk about your student, issue, or concern.  You may not talk about 
other students, parents, or staff members.  If you have an issue where you 
feel the need to “name names”, you will be asked to meet with the Board in 
Closed Session.

Will the Board resolve my concern?
The Board rarely can be expected to act immediately on an issue brought 
before it for the first time. Even in the case of more familiar topics, the Board 
takes action only after it has examined all aspects of an issue. You may, 
however, expect the Board to act as promptly as circumstances allow and to 
notify you when it arrives at a decision.  Remember that the Board can take 
no action on items that are not on the agenda.  If an action is required on a 
new topic, it will need to be added to the agenda for the next meeting.

What are Committee Meetings?
Committee meetings are scheduled as needed. These meetings focus upon 
specific issues related to District policy, services, finance and curriculum.

When should I contact the Board of Education?
The Board should be the last stop in your quest to have your issue resolved.  
You should, first, address it to the staff member that is most directly involved.  
After that, you should take the issue up with the building principal.  If you still 
do not feel you are being heard, you should contact the Superintendent.  
Once all members of the Chain of Command have been contacted, you may 
ask to speak with the Board.

How do I contact the Board of Education?



A-C Central board members can be collectively contacted at: a-cboard@a-
ccentral.us.


